11/06/05 

We haven’t forgotten.  We have not had time.  We wish we could just sit and write a simple reply, but it’s not that easy.  It’s taken us a long time to reply because the things that need to be said are not easy to say.  We see your frustration in not being able to talk to anyone about all this.  We can tell that you want really badly to be understood.  We would love to be understood too, but we don’t expect it.  You have sent us many emails over the past couple years or so, asking for answers to your questions about the church, explaining why you left, and also trying to convince us that we are wrong in what we believe.  We have done our best to answer and share our personal views and testimonies with much thought and prayer.  Each time after we have done so, we have gotten a reply from you basically dismissing everything we have said as the babblings of the “brainwashed.” You have then come up with several more reasons why you think we are wrong.  Not one of your reasons has any substance to it, but that is neither here nor there.  We honestly don’t know what to say.  You have not been successful in convincing us to believe what you believe, nor have you successfully proven us wrong.  We feel that if we say anything more, you will continue to insult our beliefs.  We have had enough insults.

When did we ever intimate that we thought “it was easy for [you] to leave Mormonism.”  You have already told us that it was one of the most difficult things you have ever done.  We have never doubted that.  We have never said that we doubt that.  Regardless of whether it was right or wrong, we are sure it was very painful for you, and we have a lot of empathy for that. 

We are truly saddened that you have so many “negative emotions and issues with the church.”  We know you have been hurt.  To what extent that hurt goes, we won’t begin to pretend to understand.  We just want you to know that we truly do care.  The church is full of imperfect people who make mistakes, sometimes very serious mistakes.  We hope that you don’t feel that we are treating your feelings with derision.  We may say some hard things, but they are meant to defend our belief, not to deepen your pain. 

You have said (10/27/2005), “I don't know what your "many prayers" involve, but please don't waste your time praying for me to return to the Mormon church.  I'm out.  I'm sending my resignation letter, and my name will be completely removed from the records.  Knowing what I know, there's no way I could ever believe again, plain and simple.”
Why keep asking?  If it’s going to be a futile attempt, as you have said many times, why should we bother putting in the effort to sincerely answer according to what we believe?  You know what we believe.  We have told you again and again.  Our answer has not changed.  You have refuted it.  You know that our answer will contain no more “proof” than the testimony of the next Mormon who sincerely believes and lives their religion.  

By the way, it is not your place to tell us what we can or cannot pray for.  That is between our Heavenly Father and us.  It happens that we were praying for strength and wisdom in confronting your attack on us.  However, if we choose to pray for you, that’s our choice.

We sincerely appreciate your concern for your family.  We do not doubt that is genuine and sincere.  We too are concerned beyond your comprehension for you.  However, you have asked us not to try to reclaim you.  We have respected that wish.  That’s what family does.  They respect each other.  Where is your respect for us?  Though your concern may run deep, we have asked you to stop sending messages intended to sway us from the church.  When will you begin respecting our request?  If we are on a course set for the very center of Hell itself, so be it.  You have been asked to butt out.  So butt out, and let us go to hell.  That is our choice.  Respect it.

On November 3, 2004, (brother) wrote:
I would never EVER sever a family relationship over something
that SOMEONE ELSE believes, even if they are wrong. I would however,
sever a relationship from family members if they continue to push their
religious beliefs on me.
The next day you replied:
I agree with (brother).  I have no intention to sever family ties either.  

Were you being honest when you wrote that?  We also agree with (brother).  We have no intention to sever family ties, but “[We] would however, sever a relationship from family members if they continue to push their religious beliefs on [us].”  Why are you forcing us to make that choice?

Your arguments against the church are extremely weak.  They don’t hold water.  If we thought it would do any good, we would argue everything that you have said point by point. We have told you in the past that we will not do that.  You know that if we played that game, you would have twenty more questions for us before you even read our response. If you truly wanted to know the answers to your questions, we would be more than happy to answer them.  If we were to satisfy every last question you had, we would not be any closer to convincing you of the truth.  First, we have already tried that, and it has fallen on deaf ears.  Second, we have promised you that we will not continue to persuade you back into the church.  Unless your position changes, we will keep that promise.  Finally, there is no point in answering every petty argument that you choose to make when the ultimate question is, “is the Book of Mormon true?”

As we have already explained, if the Book of Mormon is true, Joseph Smith is a true prophet of God.  If Joseph Smith is a true prophet of God, the church that the Lord restored through Joseph Smith is true.  You have never, in all your years in the church, bothered to read the Book of Mormon cover to cover.  You have never taken Moroni’s challenge to “ask God, the Eternal Father, in the name of Christ, if these things are not true.”  Until you do, there is no reason for us to say another word of persuasion to you about the church.  No matter what we say, you will not believe us.  Not until you have finished that challenge.  You say you want to know.  You don’t.  You have proven that you don’t want to know because you have visited every source but one: the true source—God.  So don’t talk to us about truth or fiction until you do.

Two years ago we wrote to you and told you this (8/4/2003):

“If you are looking for a “sign” that the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints is true, you will not get it.  The Lord has never worked in signs.  He has promised that, “by the power of the Holy Ghost ye may know the truth of all things.” (Moroni 10:5) 

 …God does not usually send angels to shake the earth, or flash neon signs in front of his children’s faces.  He does not need to prove things by logic or reason, though his plan is perfectly logical and reasonable.  The Lord works in a different way.  He simply inspires his children by the Holy Spirit.  He sends answers to the heart, through the still, small voice.  Those who are not listening, or who have not prepared themselves sufficiently will not be able to hear it, especially when involved in sin and caught up in the philosophies of the world.  You would not expect a 3-year-old to understand calculus.  Similarly, the Lord does not expect us to understand everything all at once.  As we learn the simple truths of the gospel, and live the teachings of Jesus Christ, we will come to know “line upon line, precept upon precept.” We must humble ourselves and repent of our sins in order to prepare our minds and hearts to receive greater understanding and knowledge.  If you truly want to know the truth, you simply have to do what he has asked.  The formula is laid out in the scriptures.  You must study the words of the prophets, in particular, the Book of Mormon, and pray with pure sincerity to know if it is true, believing that the Lord will reveal it to you (Moroni’s promise--Moroni 10: 3-5).  Sure and simple, that is the only way.”  

You have claimed that through your “scientific” study of the gospel, you have researched all aspects, examined every angle, and taken all sources into consideration.  Can you honestly look yourself in the eye and tell yourself you have been truthful about that?  Examining this from a scientific point of view, we have to ask why you have consulted all sources except the one that will give you a complete picture of the truth.  You seem to think that the idea of faith is a myth designed to ensnare the weak-minded into some sense of false security.  How sad that you have never known, or perhaps recognized, the profound miracles that come from faith.

(brother in law)  One such miracle happened as I taught (person) on my mission.  Despite our pleadings for her to read the Book of Mormon and pray to know that it’s true, she never thought it was important enough to do.  Then, a Mormon antagonist group got a hold of her and bombarded her with the most foul, insulting lies and distortions about the church.  These were, in large measure, some of the very same ridiculous claims you have been reading.  She wasted no time in telling the missionaries that she didn’t want to have anything to do with us, to go away, and never contact her again.  The problem was she had felt something when she was studying the gospel—peace.  Now that was gone.  She couldn’t bear the thought of losing that special feeling.  So, she realized the only thing she could do is pray and ask God what is right.  She read from the Book of Mormon and prayed into the night.  She received a powerful answer to her prayer.  The next day, when we came home, we had over 20 messages from Tonya begging to be baptized as soon as possible.  While we were listening to her messages, she called again.  With tears in her eyes, she said, “Elder (brother in law), I don’t understand how the church can be true after all the things I heard, but I know the church is true!”  She had a lot of questions that were difficult to answer, but it didn’t matter.  She had learned from God, and she couldn’t deny it.

(Sister) You asked a direct question, and due to your insistence, I will attempt to answer in the best way I know how.  I do this at great personal risk, knowing that my most tender thoughts and feelings may be mocked.  

You wrote: 

 “So what makes you right above the Jehova's Witnesses?  I honestly want to know the answer to this question.   This definitely isn't a rhetorical question.  What makes the Mormon religion special?   People all around me, from different religions have told me they had a "witness from god" that their religion was the correct one.  To me, that pretty much invalidates them all.  Does god just go around telling everyone that their church is true?”

As for people in other religions, I have no authority to speak for them.  I have no way of knowing the extent that God speaks to anyone but myself.  I have no more right to refute another person’s sacred, personal experiences than you have to refute mine.  As I have pondered this, and poured over the scriptures, and knelt in prayer concerning how I could possibly answer your question, the one thing that has kept coming to mind over and over is peace.  As I look back on my life’s experiences, peace has poured into my soul at the very moments when it has made absolutely no logical sense that I could possibly feel it, amidst my current feelings of agony, sorrow, despair, fear, or doubt.  Peace that has calmed me, and reassured me that there is a higher power than myself.  Peace, that I cannot deny came from a source outside myself.  Peace, which came with the assurance that it flowed from God.  How could it come from anywhere but from God?  God is the author of peace.  There is absolutely no counterfeit.  How could anyone genuinely honest with themselves fake peace?  

It is that same peace that accompanies me when I read the Book of Mormon.  It is that same peace that I felt again and again as I have knelt in prayer.  It is that same peace that has encompassed me as I have repented and felt my Savior’s forgiving love. It is that same peace that I felt as I stood in the presence of our dear prophet, Gordon B. Hinckley.  It is that same peace that poured into my soul as I asked the Lord in prayer if Joseph Smith was a true prophet.  It is that same peace that has accompanied me when I have followed the teachings of the Savior as taught by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day-Saints.  It is that same peace that told me it was right to marry (brother in law) when I would have chosen otherwise.  I could go on.  (brother in law) and I have both received so many answers to prayer that went against our better judgment.  In every instance, we have been able to look back and know that it was by far the best choice.  There is no power in Earth or Hell that can make me deny the peace that I have felt.  It is real.  It is of God. 

(Both) If we felt like it would do any good, we would share so much more with you.  But you continue to scorn everything we say.  After all, why would you believe the gibber of a “brainwashed” family?  We are absolutely flabbergasted that you actually had the gall to accuse the church of “brainwashing!”  Honestly.  (Brother in law) heard a fair amount of that propaganda on his mission.  But, we never thought that we would hear a member of our own family, who grew up in the church and ought to know better, would make such an outrageous claim.  You are more intelligent than that!  Your family is more intelligent than that.  Millions of members of the church are more intelligent than to allow themselves to be brainwashed like that.  You must give us more credit than that!  What on earth would the church have to gain from brainwashing its members?  What an utter waste of time for an unpaid clergy!

We told you before; our testimonies came from God, not a brainwashing church leader.  We learned the truth of the gospel through sincere PERSONAL study and PERSONAL prayer.  Those answers, for the most part, came in quiet rooms of solitude, not in front of congregations urging us to bear testimonies that we didn’t have.

That brings us to the next point.  You have accused the church of instructing its members to basically “fake it till you make it” in the testimony area.  Where do you get this?  Again, you grew up in the church; you ought to know better.  The church has taught that a testimony is STRENGTHENED in the bearing of it.  That is because the Holy Spirit bears witness of truth as truth is spoken.  That does not mean someone will get a real testimony by lying about it.  We agree with Claudia.  We would be repulsed if we thought our church was asking us to lie.  We have never been asked that, and if you have, it was contrary to the teachings of the church.  Church leaders have specifically asked parents to not whisper in their children’s ears in testimony meeting.  You know that the church has ALWAYS encouraged its members to find out for themselves.  

The church frankly doesn’t have use for a bunch of brainwashed drones that are not committed to the work of the Lord.  If people don’t have a solid testimony of the gospel, why would they show any solid commitment?  You may recall this is not an easy church to belong to.  We don’t just show up once in a while on Easter Sunday to listen to a paid preacher tell us what we want to hear.  This church requires a commitment of work from every member.  This is not just mindless work; it is designed to help others, from the church orchard to the primary classroom.  Your theory just doesn’t work.  The church could not survive on brainwashing its members.  It would have fallen apart like any other fleeting cult by now.  However, if we’ve been brainwashed, halleluiah for it!   We can’t think of a happier way to live life.  

By the way, where in the world did you get the notion that the church discourages visitors from visiting on fast Sunday?  We cannot even believe that you would make such a claim!  Again, you spent your boyhood going to church.  This is a MISSIONARY church.  We display the term “visitors welcome” prominently on every church building.  You know that the church encourages visitors, especially on fast Sundays, when they have the opportunity to hear from so many inspired members bearing witness of the gospel.  We are not ashamed of our testimonies.  

We are finding it difficult to understand the irreverence and disrespect that could motivate you to insult our sacred personal experiences with God by comparing them to Heavy Metal music.  Do you not think we know the profound power of music?  We are, as you may recall, both students of music.  We know the emotion that it can stir in the heart.  Our spiritual experiences are not emotion.  We will admit that those who are inexperienced with spiritual matters can mistake the two.  But we have had enough encounters with the Almighty to know the difference.  

We cannot begin to comprehend the arrogance that could inspire you to tread upon the sacred doctrines and covenants that are found in the Holy Temple.  We feel so betrayed that we are just in shock!  How could you dare to explore the sacred rites that you know are forbidden to you?  Even if you sincerely believe that temple work is not the work of the Lord, it takes a huge amount of genuine disregard for privacy to intrude there!  We would not dream of reading other religions’ sacred teachings if they asked us not to.  Who are you to defile that which we hold sacred?  You do not have that right!  Those teachings are to be had by prophecy and by personal revelation, not from the hand of wicked apostates.  You told us how utterly bizarre you think the temple ceremony is.  Of course it seems bizarre to you.  It would to us too if we had received it out of context, but it is not bizzare.  It is beautiful. We hold these things sacred—not secret.  Of course the church leaders know how easy it is for an outsider to gain access to the temple ceremony text.  They trust that decent people will respect our right to privacy.  To think that someone who has been taught good principles by loving parents has the audacity to intrude absolutely sickens us!  You have lost our trust.  This is why we have been so reluctant to reply to your message.  If you treat our sacred temple ceremony with such disregard, why should we expect you to esteem our personal beliefs and experiences with even the smallest amount of respect?  Nevertheless, as violated as we feel, we forgive you, and truly hope someday we can trust you again.

You have accused the church of robbing its members of their tithes and offerings.  You may recall that the very church you have accused of stealing from your poor parents have helped them over and over again financially and physically.  Or have you forgotten already?  Where is your heart that you would so easily forget the assistance given to your family?  We defy you to find any other private organization that gives more time and money to those who are less fortunate.  By the way, President Hinckley has made it clear that the renovation of downtown Salt Lake is being funded entirely by private donations.  Not a dime of tithing money has been spent on the project.  How many angles did you explore that one from?

Would you also accuse the prophet Malachi of robbing his people?  “Will a man rob God?” he asked.  His people were robbing God.  God was not robbing them.  We have robbed our Heavenly Father of enough without begrudging Him His measly ten-percent!  He promised that the windows of heaven would be opened and pour out a blessing that there shall not be room enough to receive it.  So far, we have not had room enough to receive the blessing our God has poured out upon us for paying tithing.  If the church is robbing us, let them take more!  We am blessed beyond measure.

You have said, “wouldn’t you say a story that has multiple sources with multiple people saying the same thing has more credibility than a story that 1 man tells?”  Well , when that one man is God, that’s all the credibility we need.  Have you never studied history?  We mean Real history.  It is full of large numbers of people being wrong.  That is the very reason we don’t base our faith on testimonies from other church members.  We each individually went to the source.  You cannot ask us to deny a witness we received directly from God.  We are not so weak-minded as to be unable to discern true peace in our hearts.  It is more than a simple burning in the heart, though that is part of it.  You know that peace cannot be imitated.  You know that peace can only come from truth.  We each received pure peace and a burning heart that a skeptic will never understand because he lacks the humility to search for it.

The logic of the gospel, contrary to your opinion, has not fallen apart.  The more we challenge it—and yes, we have challenged it—the more we are convinced of the truth.  It fits together like an intricate jigsaw puzzle.  It can’t not be true.  But, signs follow those that believe.  We will never prove to you the truth of these things because you are unwilling to gain the knowledge yourself.  You went to the world for answers.  We went to God.  God does not lie.  The world does.

While we have once again found it necessary to defend our faith, the purpose of this letter is not to challenge your personal choices.  We leave those choices to you.  The purpose is to again assert that we do not want any more correspondence that targets our beliefs.  How many more times must we ask?  With your rejection of the church, have you also dismissed the basic teachings of respect and honor?  These principles are not unique to our church.  But you have not respected our choices, nor have you honored our requests.  Because of that, you are driving the family away from you.  Again, we do not want that.  Your family loves you, no matter what you choose in life.  We may reject many of those choices, but we have never rejected you.  We never will.  

However, we must protect our home from the offensive slander that you have continued to fling at us.  We have asked you long enough.  If you continue to weary us with attacks on our beliefs, we will be forced to lose contact with you.  We cannot believe that you would allow it to get to this point.  We had hoped that you cared more than that.  

You have said that your purpose is not to attack our beliefs, yet you have.  Do not write with the pretense that you are just searching for answers.  You know that is not true.  When you are ready to repent of your sins, read the Book of Mormon, and pray to your Heavenly Father for answers, then we will be more than happy to answer your questions.  Until then, stop bothering us with questions you don’t really want answers to.  Your questions are designed to sway us from our beliefs, not to satisfy your curiosity, and you know that.

Sending this letter pains us to the center of our souls.  We know that we have said some hard things to you.  We would not have done so if we didn’t sincerely care.  If you remember nothing else from this letter, remember that we love you.  We do not want to lose you.  Please don’t let that happen.

Love, 

(Brother in law & Sister)
